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  Meetings - 3rd Tues     of month at  7.30pm                May    2012 
        Plant Sales   -  start at 7.00pm 
 

COMPETITION PLANT  
Dates Open section 

(For all members) 
Novice section 

(Membership 5 yrs &under) 
FFF 

(For all) 

MAIN FEATURE 

May 
15 Conophytum Conophytum 

Flowers 
Foliage 
Form 

Branch AGM and 
Growing on Plants 

(See Note later) 
June 
21 Aloe Aloe As  

Above 
Ballot Sale 

& Short talk 
 

MINUTES OF THE 61st AGM - AUCKLAND BRANCH of CSSNZ (INC) 
HELD AT MT ALBERT WAR MEMORIAL HALL, NEW NORTH ROAD , MT ALBERT, 

ON TUESDAY  17 MAY 2011 AT 7.30PM 
 
The meeting opened with President, 
Max Croft in the Chair with 31 
members present. 
Apologies: Philip and Ansie Downs, Val 
Parkinson and Heather Harvey. 
MINUTES of the 60th Annual General 
Meeting were read and confirmed. 
Moved M Harvey, Seconded T 
Cheeseman. Carried. 
MATTERS ARISING: Nil, 
 
The President Report:  M Croft read his 
report.  He confirmed the vacant 
Secretary position had been filled by M 
Harvey and gave an overview of the 
Societies activities during the year and 
moved its acceptance. Seconded G 
Walker.  Carried. 
Treasurer’s report was read and 
accepted. Moved G Lee, seconded M 
Walker.  Carried. 
 

Executive & Committee:  The Secretary 
read nominations as follows: 
President:  Max Croft 
Vice President: Gorakh Silvester 
Secretary: Mike Harvey 
Treasurer: Gloria Lee 
Committee: Maureen Croft 
 Trevor Cheeseman 
 Dave Dawson 
 Nola Mills 
 Liam O’Meara 
 Dreenah Walker 
 Jennifer Litchfield- Fernley 
As a ballot was not required, the above 
nominated members were declared 
appointed for the year ended May 
2011. 
Positions outside Committee were 
accepted by members as follows: 
Librarians:     Roy Plackett 
Newsletter Editor :    Max Croft 
Competitions:     Judy Osborn &  

      Graeme Fieldes 
Pot Sales:     Martin Walker 
Host & Hostesses:        Val Parkinson, 
    Graeme Fieldes, Trevor Cheeseman 
Plant Sales:     Gloria Lee &  
      Joyce Walker 
Kitchen:  Volunteer required & 
called for at each meeting. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 

The ten year membership bars – 
these were deferred, as not available, 
to the June meeting.  

The Mike Hopkins Memorial Trophy 
for under 5 years Competition was won 
by Dreenah Walker. 

Open Competition Trophy was 
presented to Martin Walker. 

A copy of the Treasurer’s Report 
was attached to form part of these 
minutes. 

Meeting Closed at 8pm. 
 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Auckland Branch of the Cactus and Succulent Society of  
New Zealand Inc. Held at Mt Albert War Memorial Hal l, 749 New North Road,  Mt Albert,  

  on Tuesday 17th April 2012 at 7.30pm 
 

PRESIDENT Max declared the 
meeting open, welcomed everyone 
 
Minutes   of   the   meeting  held 
 20/03/12, having been circulated in 
the newsletter, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 
Moved:-        M. Harvey  
Seconded:-   S. Smither, Carried. 
Matters Arising:  The Secretary 
apologized that he had inadvertently  jumped 
the gun and had recorded April’s Inward 

correspondence in March’s newsletter and to 
put the record straight records the correct 
Inward. 
: (1) Wellington/Upper Hutt February 
Newsletter   
(2) Auckland Horticultural Council March 
Newsletter announcing AGM where many of 
the office bearers are standing down and no 
seeking re-election. 
(3) Some weed wise gardening resources for 
you – free booklets available.  
(4) The Australian Journal – Electronic 
version. 
 
 

Correspondence Outward:  
Monthly Newsletter 
 
Correspondence Inward: 
(1) Wellington/Upper Hutt March 
Newsletter   
(2) Auckland Horticultural Council 
April Newsletter. 
(3) The Australian Journal – 
Electronic version. 
Matters Arising:  Nil 



General Business   
Today’s competition Stapeliads for both 
(Open) & (Novice) – REMINDER THAT 
NEXT MONTH IT IS CONOPHYTUM – 
WE NEED MORE ENTRIES PLEASE.  
The meeting was reminded about the 
forthcoming AGM and members were 
urged to come forward themselves, or 
to nominate members to any of the 
positions on the committee.  New and 
fresh ideas are sought from members to 
maintain a healthy committee, so those 
of you who would like to put your 
names forward and to offer your 
services would be welcome.   
MAY is the month when we have to 
display all our GROWING ON plants 
given to us by Martin. The three small 
plants are Conophytum wettsteinii, 
Crassula lycopodioides and 
Sulcorebutia crispate.  Remember to 
label the plants with your name, 
otherwise no one, let alone the Judge, 
will know whose plant belongs to whom. 
It will be of interest to see the pattern of 
growth, if anything, since taken over by 
you. You need to produce these plants 
at the meeting if you want more 
additions to your collection – so check 
them out and bring them along to the 
meeting please.   
Max advised the committee was on 
track in planning for your forthcoming 
show in November. As to who the 
judges will be is being considered and 
will be approached over the next few 
months. The hall has been booked and 
a booking for the display tables made. 
Members are reminded that they need 
to start preparing their plants as 
possible entry specimens. 
 

FFF Talk by Martin. (see below) 
Supper and raffle draw took place. 
Illustrated Talk by Philip (see below) 
 

Any other Business:   
Philip Downs raised the issue over the 
facts written about the plants discussed 
on the FFF Table in the newsletter. He 
felt members must appreciate that most 
of the information given was not from 
him, but rather from the secretary who 
had added additional facts not 
discussed. He wanted to point out to 
the meeting that these comments did 
not in fact come from him.  
In reply, your secretary confirmed this 
observation and explained to the 
members that the additions are made in 
good faith with good intentions; and 
were identified in the discussion by 
using the terms “from the web” or “from 
cyber space”. He believed, after all, it 
was a good opportunity to expand 
further on the information collated from 
the discussion, by giving additional 
facts sourced from the web that may be 
useful and of interest to members.  We 
trust members find the newsletter 
interesting reading, and advise it does 
involve a lot of enjoyable work. 
 

     Meeting closed at 9.20pm 

																																								��� �� �����������  

 
Open 1st 
 

Competition Results 
Open 
1st    Trevor Cheeseman 
 Stapelia pulvinata 
2nd   Gorakh Silvester 
 Tavanesia barklyi 
3rd    Martin Walker  
 Huernia insigniflora 
Novice ( Five years & under)  
1st    Anne Grace 
 Stapelia olivacea 
2nd   Anne Grace 
 Stapelia leendertzial crest 
3rd   Anne Grace 
 Tavarorbea “Red Leopard 
FFF (Flowers Foliage Form)  
1st    Noel Magnusson 
 Box of Conophytums 
2nd   Anne Grace 
 Mammillaria plumose (pink) 
3rd   Martin Walker 
            Euphorbia lactea white ghost 
FFF Photos in Talk notes 
 

 
Novice 3rd 

 
FFF 1st 

 
Open 2nd 

 
Open 3rd 

 
Novice 1st 

 
Novice 2nd 
 

Other bits. 
A Laugh is a smile that bursts. 
Maturity is knowing when and where to 
be immature. 
This is the part when I smile and nod 
and act like I'm listening. 
With a body like this who need hair. 
All true wisdom is found on tee shirts. 
Lord make me the kind of person my 
dog thinks I am. 
Once your over the hill, you seem to 
pick up speed. 
 
Articles   for future newsletters are very 
welcome from any member. Deadline 
next issue 25th May 2012 . 
 



Supper -  Remember to 
bring a plate, with some food 

on it. Lots of savouries would 
be good, preferably no biscuits please. 

Growing on Plants -  If you 
were at our October meeting you would 
have been given 3 plants to grow on. 
Now is your chance to bring these 3 
plants in to the meeting to show how 
good, or bad your growing technique is. 
There will be discussion on these 
plants, about what you have done, good 
and bad. 
You will again receive some more 
plants to grow on, but you will have to 
come to the meeting to get them. 

REMEMBER TO WRITE YOUR 
NAME ON THE BACK OF THE 

LABEL  
 

Subscriptions – 
NOW overdue for 2012. 

Full member ..……………   $30 
Associate (same address)..$12 
Junior (under 18)…………..$12 
Junior Associate…………...$ 5 

If you haven't paid, This is your last 
newsletter, until you pay your Subs.  
 
 
Martin’s FFF Plant Critique :  
 

Mammillaria plumose (FFF 2nd) 
There were two specimens on show, 
one with a cream/white flower and the 
other with a pink flower, the former 
being more open than the latter.  One 
owner commented that the plant 
reminded her of a bush of woolly hair, 
much like her great aunt who always 
looked good! From cyber space, I 
was to glean that the “spines” have 
evolved differently.  They do not 
pierce or prick one but sprout from 
the areole much like a bunch of 
feathers, protecting the plant with a 
softer shield rather than the normal 

cactus defence. It is reported the 
plant in habitat, which is found on 
rock clefts in Coahuila Nuevo Leon in 
Northeast Mexico.  The plant is 
protected in terms of CITES and is 
easy to grow but comes with a 
warning that the roots should not be 
kept too wet during the cold weather.  
This particular grower finds that a mix 
of 95% pumice is ideal.  Propagation 
is straightforward where the clumps 
are split-up and re-potted and handed 
out to friends as nice gesture!  
 

Morawetzia sericata – an old plant 
with a long tubular, hot pink flower  
originates from Hans Peterson who 
came to a meeting aged 100. It is a 
good specimen by all accounts. I 
could not find much on the web 
regarding the specifics of the plant, it 
is however, located in the wild East of 
Cordillera Huaytapallana in Peru at 
height of 2300-2500m above sea 
level. In Quichua Peruvian huayta 
means “flowers” and pallana “the 
place to collect”. In the area exists a 
rich panorama of high-altitude flora, 
above which rise fine rock and ice 
peaks. It goes without saying that this 
cactus is frost hardy and requires full 
sun exposures.  The notes suggest 
that one grows the plant in rich, 
porous and draining soil and 
recommends that the soil dry out in-
between waterings. Re-pot in the 
spring.  

Eriosyce villosa also referred to as a 
Neoporteria villosa. It was thought the 
plant was not grown in the best light 
conditions because of its elongated 
shape and looked as if there has 
been a rush of recent growth at the 
top of the plant.  The owner advised 

that the plant currently sits on the top 
of the shelf in her greenhouse, so 
does get all the light it possibly can. 
The plant is in excess of 20 years 
with a nice pink flower. The web 
suggests it is a summer growing 
species, which is easy to grow but 
warns that it is prone to rot. So make 
sure the plant is grown in good drying 
and draining soil and is kept in a good 
ventilated space. The plant is hardy 
and tolerates brief periods of below -
5� C. Another site suggests that you 
water your plant deeply every 4-5 
weeks with 500ml of water, only if the 
weather is hot.  When the 
temperatures fall below 5� C keep 
this plant very dry particularly if 
housed in a “cold” green house. It 
also reminds growers that the plant 
enjoys a number of hours of sunlight. 

A Conophytum pellucidums and a 
Conophytum group of five plants. 
These were a great array of good 
examples of this genus, showing off 
the wide range of flower colours and 
forms. The former is found growing 
near Windhoek  and had a cluster of 
many white flower heads. In the 
group exhibit some of the flowers 
were quite delightful; some exuded a 
pleasant perfume, others a feint smell 
and one smelt like “moth-balls”!  
Martin remarked that it was nice to 
see various different types of this 
family displayed together. Last month 
I gave you snippets and an account of 
this main variety from the web and 
also a snippet on Conophytum 
plenum which can be found in 
February’s Newsletter so please refer 
back to these older newsletters. 

Lithops bromfieldii glaudinae- this is a 
well-presented plant with good yellow 
flowers and identifying mottled-green 
effect of the leaves. The owner Roy 
Plackett advised that this is a very 
fickle plant, because an identical twin 
in another pot is refusing to flower.  
Cyber space reveals the plant was 
collected by H Blomfield in 1933 and 
was named after him, having been 
located near the town of Upington on 



the banks of the Orange River in the 
Northern Cape of South Africa. In 
another website, it suggests that in 
winter season it does not require 
watering as it is during this period that 
the plant, in nature, extracts its water 
requirements from the outer leaves 
and allows them to wither away and 
so replenish the new leaves that form 
during the same period. The plant 
enjoys a bright shade to a full sun 
location. It warns not to water when 
cold and only sparingly when it is 
warm. 

Adenium swazicum – is a plant with 
deep pink trumpet flowers. 
Unfortunately, the plant was 
harbouring the Red Spider Mite, 
which live on the underside of the 
leaves where they spin protective silk 
webs and cause damage by 
puncturing the plant cells to feed.  
From the web, control these small 
mites by spraying or wiping them 
away with soapy water, Neem oil or 
using methylated spirits on cotton 
wool buds. Other web sites indicate 
these plants are located in open 
sandy soil in sunny positions and are 
well adapted to the dry and arid 
environment in which they grow. The 
thick tuberous underground roots help 
store water for those long dry periods 
without rain. These plants are 
poisonous and although the plants 
have no effect on wild animals, there 
have been reports of domestic 
animals dying after grazing part of the 
plant. These plants are located in 
Swaziland, KwaZulu Natal and 
Mozambique. In this variety of plant 
the leaves and flowers apparently 
appear simultaneously which is not 
the case with the other varieties. The 
plants are not suitable for cold, damp 
gardens as they are sensitive to frost, 
so I suggest you adhere to this in 
Auckland if you want to grow your 
specimen in the garden. 

 
Pachypodium lealii saundersii -  
Martin indicated that the plant had 
sprawling growth of some 60cm 
which has been heavily pruned back 
to an acceptable size. Since its 
pruning, the new growth on the plant 
has come away which shows a far 
better shape and size now, which is 
pleasing to the eye. This is the beauty 
of these Pachypodiums  in that they 
are easily propagated by growing-on 
the sections of pruned material. Again 
from the web, one learns these plants 
are listed on Appendix II of CITES. It 
grows in arid or semi-arid 
environments, amongst dry scrubby 
vegetation on rocky hillsides or 
outcrops. These plants are located in 
Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa 
where the bushmen of Namibia use 
the toxic sap on their arrows for 
hunting. It goes onto to say that there 
are two subspecies of P.lealii, found 
over 1000 km apart and share many 
characteristics, but also have a 
differing habit of growth.  Due to this, 
and the large distance that separates 
the two subspecies, most botanists 
treat Pachypodium leallii sub sp. 
Saundersii as a separate species to 
P. saundersii.   

Boophane disticha - The plant is a 
rare fleshy bulb that comes into leaf 
during the winter rainfall area. It has a 
large bulb and produces fan-shaped 
leaves in autumn. It is the bane of 
cattle farmers where their stock dies 
when they eat the deadly plant, hence 
its name - death. The bulb grows 
above the ground and produces a 
large flower. The web indicates the 
plant has a wide range in Africa from 
the drier south west coast of Southern 
Africa to the tropical East African 
coast.  The bulbs can grow to 18cm 
across and where in late winter the 
older plants produce an 

inflorescence, often before the plant 
is in leaf.  We understand the name 
comes from the Greek bous meaning 
“ox” and phone meaning “death”.  The 
disticha refers to the two ranked fan-
like leaves.  The common name is 
Tumbleweed because the dried 
inflorescence can tumble about while 
dispersing seed and I am sure you 
recall that old song!  Another name is 
“the sore-eyed flower” as it affects 
some people’s eyes and cause 
headaches. 

Euphorbia lactea – White Ghost - 
(FFF 3rd) A striking popular 
variegated cultivar-lacking chlorophyll 
bearing tissue. Its triangular stems 
grow into a distinctive candelabra 
tree/bush. The web indicates that the 
plant is slow growing and is widely 
cultivated in the West Indies, Florida 
and many other countries and has 
become a bit of a pest in some area 
where it has escaped cultivation and 
formed dense thickets. It is listed in 
CITES Appendix II.  The plant thrives 
in wet, humid climates, maintains its 
best appearance in bright light to 
partial shade, and responds well to 
warmth, but be warned the Ghost 
form can be burned in direct sunlight 
unless hardened off – its growing 
season being spring to summer. 
Water thoroughly when the soil is dry 
to touch during the active growing 
season and then suspended during 
winter to one watering. The plant 
enjoys free draining soil.  One can 
propagate by cuttings and many 
plants are grafted onto other 
Euphorbia root stock. 
 

Aloe albiflora – It is a beautiful 
distinctive small Madagascan aloe 



with bell-like snow- white flowers, 
being one of the few with such 
flowers. The flowers appear to have 
no noticeable scent. G W Reynolds in 
his book of The Aloes of Tropical 
Africa and Madagascar these aloes 
were located in Tulear Province, 
500km SW of Antanarivo.  The plants 
sucker profusely. The web indicates 
the aloe is one of 600 endemic plants 
on the island and is located only in 
Toliara, described as a City on the 
South West coast of the Island and 
because of its decimation, collection 
for international trade; the species is 
threatened and endangered. Another 
major threat is fire to improve cattle 
grazing at the expense of many of 
these endemic plants.  

 
Lithops marmorata marmorata - This 
plant was propagated from seed from 
South Africa.  The plant has whitish to 
pale grey leaves with white flowers 
about three cm in diameter.  It is re-
potted every 4-5 years. From the 
clouds of cyber space, it indicates the 

plants grow in the Little Namaqualand 
of the Cape and closely mimic the 
white quartzite pebbles of its habitat. 
For care of your Lithops you are 
again referred back to previous FFF 
Talks and the January 2012 
newsletter issue where Lithops were 
discussed. 
Zygocactus – Gold Charm and 

Zygocactus – Lipstick. Gold Charm is 
a hybrid developed by perfecting the 
yellow colour of the flower through 
careful selection of inter-breeding 
those plants with a like-or – lighter 
coloured flowers.  This is a 
development over many years.  The 
plants are temperature sensitive and 
when it drops below 16� C the yellow 
flower is likely to change to pink. This 
a day-to-day problem experienced by 
UK breeders. The Lipstick sample 
has a beautiful red/pink flower and 
develops long spikes of flower, which 
hang down on either side of the pot or 
hanging basket. The web indicates 
that the plant is called the Christmas 
cactus. The hybrid is derived from the 

small genus Schlumbergera which 
has six species from the coastal 
mountains of SE Brazil. In habitat 
they grow on trees or rocks in areas 
generally shaded with high humidity. 
The stems are leaf-like pads joined 
one to another, where the flowers 
appear from areoles. The long 
blooming period occurs over some 
five months when hybridisation is 
active and engineered. 

Aloe bellatula – Another small 
Madagascan aloe with a similar 
flower to that of Aloe albiflora, the 
exception being that the flower is red 
in colour.  G W Reynolds in his book 
of The Aloes of Tropical Africa and 
Madagascar these aloes were located 
in Fianaratsoa Province of 
Madagascar, on the SE part of the 
Island, where it grows on the 
mountain slopes.  This plant, like Aloe 
albiflora, is endangered and 
threatened in its habitat. 

 
 

 
 

PRESENTATION ON  
       STAPELIADS  

Philip Downs gave a very 
knowledgeable talk on stapeliads, 
illustrated with photos, many taken 
by him personally, of plants growing 
wild in their native habitats. He 
started his presentation by 
complementing the members on the 
competition table and its various 
species of Stapeliads. 

He reminded members when 
growing the plants they require 
good air circulation and where 
unfortunately too much dampness 
is inclined to encourage rot. He 
commented that a fan in the 
glasshouse was a good aid to dry 
out the growing media and circulate 
the air.  

Stapeliads are part of the genus 
whose members grow stems and 
are called asclepiadaceae, named 
after Asclepius, the Greek god of 
medicine who supposedly had 
healing powers.  Indeed, many 
asclepiads have healing properties. 
There have been attempts to 
subsume asclepiadaceae into the 
apocynaceae family, but many 

people count asclepiadaceae as a 
separate family. However, there are 
many similarities between the two. 
The Genus of Stapelia plants all 
bear those typical seed horns and 
where the stems are slightly hairy 
or have that felt feel to them. 

The most obvious features of 
asclepiads are their tendency to 
flower in 'fives' - their flowers 
usually have five points or petals 
and there are five lobes to the 
stigma, but in a few cases this may 
vary. This interesting illustrated talk 
covered about 15 Genera. 
 

The 'swan plant' that many 
people have in their gardens for 
monarch butterflies to lay their eggs 
on is Asclepius physocarpa, and 
another common garden plant is 
Asclepius curassavica (also known 
as 'scarlet milkweed')  

 

(Photo 1)  .A rarity is Duvaliandra 
diosconidis, which grows on the 
island of Socotra and nowhere else. 
 
 
The most beautiful flower is the 
Genera ....... 

 
(Photo 2) Edithcolea grandis, from 
Somalia and Yemen, known as the 
'Persian carpet plant'. Another 
Diplocyatha ciliate  

 
(Photo 3) has cilia on the petals and 
exude an obnoxious smell which 
attracts insects, such as flies that 



pollinate these flowers. Contrary to 
the “fives” theory these plants can 
vary from 4 – 6 petals and has six 
lobes on its stigma. 
The rarest stapeliad White-slonea 
crassa was located in the wild on 
only three occasions. The first time 
was in Somalia around 1910 and 
latterly again some seventy years 
later. The name of the plant comes 
as a tribute to the authors who have 
produced work for books on 
stapeliads. 

 
(Photo 4) Frerea indica is the only 
stapeliad with true leaves and is 
native to India.   

  
(Photo 5) Hoodia 

mossamedensis 
Philip and Frank 
Harwood located 
this plant in Angola 
in the desert and 
named by Larry 

Leitch.  

 
(Photo 6) Hoodia ruschii shows the 
typical Hoodia flower. 
 
 

However, Philip's favourite 
within the genus are the huernias, 
which have five tiny corolla lobes 
between the petals. Two he 
specifically mentioned were  

 
(Photo 7) Huernia oculata  where 
the flowers look like a little eye and 
is a difficult plant to grow out of 
habitat – grows in both Namibia and 
Angola. Huernia huretii 
var.primulina where there are no 

markings on the flowers and also 

 
(Photo 8). Huernia macrocarpa 
 

 
(Photo 9) Huernia hislopii the flower 
has five tiny extra lobes between 
the long petals. These plants grow 
in Zimbabwe.  
 

(Photo 10) Piaranthus comptus Is 
another interesting stapeliad flower. 
 
The stapeliad with the largest 
flowers are Stapelia gigantea. Philip 
has seen some with flowers that are 
36 - 38 cm across. The Stapeliad 
with the dubious honour of being 
the worst-smelling is Stapelia 
kwebensis, which Philip assured us 
is extremely smelly! 
 

 
(Photo 11) Stapelia 
flavirostris is a true 
Stapeliad where you 
can see the hairs on 
the petals.  
 
 
 
 

(Photo 12) 
Stapelia remota 
with its unusual 

reflexed/re-
curved flower 
petals are 
located near the 

Kunene River on the border of 
Namibia and Angola, was collected 
by a defense force member during 
the bush war and now grows in the 
Pretoria Botanical gardens. 

  
(Photo 13) Stapelia schinzii this 
grows in stony desert in Namibia – 
north of Itosha Pan National Park 
and near Mossamedes in Angola 

(Photo 14) Tavaresia barklyi was 
originally two species. 

(Photo 15) Tromotriche gemmiflora 
is a tricky plant to grow – note the 
hairs along the edge of the petals. 
 
 
 
 
 

Philip ended his presentation by 
saying Stapeliads grow rapidly from 
seed, which must be fresh.  
Remember to make sure your 
plants have good air circulation and 
if grown in damp conditions are 
liable to rot.   
 

Thank you Philip for another 
interesting presentation and I must 
confess I was not aware of the 
many Genera under its banner. 
Stapeliads have that “bad smell” 
flower label, unfortunately, and 
because of this is not everyone’s 
cup of tea, and that is a pity as 
many of their different flower 
shapes and strange colours are 
quite beautiful in their own way and 
so different from the normal day-to-
day flowering succulent. I sincerely 
hope that members will take up the 
challenge and build on their 
collection as Philip has done over 
the years.  
 
 
      Meeting closed at 9.20pm 
 



The real autumn 
Malcolm A Grant 
So we finally got some summer weather, in April. 
Lovely sunny days. The garden got confused, spring 
bulbs have come up. But now the colder time has 
arrived, with rain. The collection continued growing, 
even the odd flower. 
I got the new polycarbonate glasshouse up. Nothing 
inside yet except a chair. There are little green blobs in 
the incubator that will be its first occupants, next 
spring. I’m having to learn new watering habits. In the 
old glasshouse, all the plants now have topdressing 
with stones. These pots take much longer to dry out. I 
used to water very freely as the soil would be dry in a 
day or two. Now it can stay wet for a week so I have to 
be careful not to water before a cold snap. And I used 
to water a little throughout winter, but I think I will have 
to ease up on that – probably just spray the plants from 
time to time. The polycarbonate house will be different 
again. There is a bit less light and the temperatures 
don’t get as high, so it will need a different water 
regime too. It should suit the low-growing sulcos that 
like a little shade, canigueralii, rauschii and the like. 
I’ve lost a dozen or so plants to a black rot. It gains 
entry somewhere at the base of the plant and the first 
sign is when some offsets die or the plant starts to 
shrivel. I tip it out and discover the sad story, with the 
dry black rot well developed in the main stem. Usually I 
wind up with a few offsets, once only was I able to 
save the main stem. I haven’t had this problem before,  

     Figure 1. Sulcorebutia verticillacantha 
                              v cuprea WR476. 

 
 
 
the fact is I’ve seldom had problems with fungal 
diseases. I think it is the same as the black muck 
infecting the graft union that wrecked my last batch of 
grafts. Harrisia are susceptible to this rot, Selenicereus 
are not. The wet cool summer must have encouraged 
this fungus. 
The plants that had their apexes killed by spray have 
all pupped now so with time they will be nice clumps. It 
transpires that there were also some more plants 
where the apex was damaged but not killed and new 
growth is now coming through, with a ring of damaged 
skin around it. These plants will take a few years to 
look nice again. Between the trifids, the black rot, and 
the spray damage I’ve lost quite a few plants this 
summer. Just as well there are a lot of seedlings 
coming on. 
I found an interesting plant. Figure 1 shows it. Look at 
the offset at the lower left. It isn’t connected to the body 
of the plant. It must be an underground stolon. There 
are a few other cacti that do this (Echinocereus 
stoloniferus), but this is the first time I’ve seen a Sulco 
do it. 
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Overheard lately 

"It Started out as a hobby  
and has now become an obsession." 

_ 
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Coromandel Cacti 
 

Cactus & Succulent Mix 
No expense spared in this premium formulation 
 
Features to help you; 
Controls root bugs,  controls fungus gnats,  fertilizer releases 
over 18 months or more,  no need for liquid feeding,  plants 
grow steadily without bolting,  includes generous trace 
elements,  uses optimum pH for cacti & succulents,  drainage 
is superb,   “wetting” problems banished forever.  
 
 
 

WWW.CACTI.CO.NZ 
Gift vouchers & potting mix are both available for mail order 
on our web site! Under “G” and “P” in the plant list.   
The mix is available $10 for 20L,    $18  for 40L.   
We are also selling polystyrene mushroom trays on 
TradeMe, ideal for growing plants or seedlings. 

 

NURSERY HOURS 
Mon – Fri  9am – 5pm,   Sat 9am – 4pm,   Sun 10am – 4pm. 

170 Mt Wellington Highway,   Panmure. 
Phone    09 527 4052        Email    info@cacti.co.nz 

Order on line at    www.cacti.co.nz 


